Our 2026 Memory Verse
Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God.                       John 1:12 NIV
 
The memory verse for 2026 reminds us that the Lord wants people to believe in him that they may truly become his children. For that to happen, everyone must play their part.
 
 
Thank you for your friendship, support and love since we arrived in June 2012.  We have really enjoyed our time here and whilst it is the right time to move on for lots of reasons, not least revelations from the Lord, we are at the same time sad to be leaving you. 
 
We would like to thank you for your send off on Sunday.  We were very moved by the round of applause at the end of the service, which was probably the hardest moment of the whole morning as Caroline and Mark both felt very emotional at that point.  However, we really did feel incredibly choked when we opened your card and generous gift.  I promise we will do something good with it and thank you from the bottom of our hearts.  It really was appreciated.
 
With love and prayers for your future.  May the Lord guide and sustain you until the future is clear.
Mark (Caroline, Rachel & Benjamin)
 
 
Message from Lynn and Jim
Mark has now stepped down as Rector of our Parish after 14 years of faithful service to God and His Word.  Over that time, he has encouraged us to read the Scriptures carefully and recognise that God’s Word is consistent through both the Old Testament and New Testament, particularly with reference to Jesus our Saviour.  We continue to pray for Mark and Caroline as they wait for God to finalise His plans for their future ministry.  Mark has told us that he will let us know at that time.  Meanwhile, we can give thanks for Rachel happily settled into her new role as a primary school teacher in London and for Ben having started his studies at university and now with a room of his own in Exeter.
 
Mark and Caroline will continue to live at the Rectory until Caroline has served her notice at Windwhistle School.   They will be very pleased to hear from you as friends but they have asked that you do not contact them about church matters.  If you have any concerns or questions about St Nicholas or St Barnabas, do speak with either Lynn or Jim.  Meanwhile, please continue to pray for the Madeleys.
 
When Mark read out his statement that he was leaving the parish, he mentioned that a possible pastoral reorganisation is on the cards.  The idea is to create a new parish combining the Coronation and Oldmixon estates with the Bournville.  This would also lead to Uphill and Bleadon sharing the same Incumbent.  Our PCC members have been given details of the draft proposal so that they can put their questions and give their opinions at an evening meeting with Archdeacon Charlie and Area Dean Caroline on Monday 5th October.  Please pray for wisdom for our PCC as they consider this proposal. 
 
The wardens are now responsible for arranging services during the vacancy.   Jim and Lynn will be speaking with Area Dean Caroline to find out who is available to help take our services.  Jim will be taking our services at St Nicholas during October.  We apologise that there will not be a communion service at St Nicholas this month.  At St Barnabas, the situation will be much more straightforward.  Jim has spoken with Craig Philbrick, Vicar at St Paul’s.  He and his team will cover the 10.30am Wednesday service three times a month and one of these will be a communion service.  Jim will be there on the other Wednesdays.
 
When we met as a PCC on 21st September to talk about the vacancy, we discussed five ministry priorities for the vacancy.  These are (in no particular order):
· Continue to run monthly Messy Church during term time
· Create a team to prepare and deliver a monthly All Together Service
· Ensure that the housebound and those unwell are contacted or visited
· Continue to hold social events and activities
· Continue to have a weekly service at St Barnabas
 
Please do pray for everyone who will be taking on more over the coming months so we can sustain and grow the life of our two church families.
 
 
St Barnabas Update
Jim has discussed with Craig the future of the 10.30am Wednesday service at St Barnabas.  Craig, Sam and Stu from St Paul’s will each take one service every month at St Barnabas and Jim will take the remaining services.  As Craig is the only one who can take a communion service, this will now happen monthly with the first communion service on Wednesday 21st October.
 
The Diocese has received funding from the National Church for ministry in low-income communities and the Magnificat Parishes group has been asked how they want this money to be used.  Craig and Frances Pelengaris are members of that group and will be asking them to prioritise funding the employment of the Estates Outreach Worker for St Barnabas.  Please do keep praying for wisdom to discern God’s purposes for St Barnabas and the estates.
 
“Father, help everyone in our Magnificat Parishes* to have the vision of you in their hearts and a renewed passion to share the love of Christ with all they meet.  Renew hearts, minds, bodies and souls.”
*We are a Magnificat Parish as we are high on the Index of Multiple Deprivation.
 
Inspection of St Nicholas’ Church
Our architect, Mark Taylor, started his report by saying, “The parish are to be congratulated for the considerable efforts during the last five years to maintain the building, which in broad terms is sound.”  He identified nine minor repairs (costing about £5,000 in total).  Having repointed the church walls this summer, we are now being asked to repoint the church tower over the next five years.  We are still being advised, in the longer term, to reslate both the nave roof and porch roofs. 
 
 
How do I get to St Nichoals’ Church on Sunday 4th October?
There will be road closures in Uphill due to the Weston Half-Marathon.  If you are driving, you will be able to get to church by going along the Bridgwater Road, passing Broadoak Academy and then turning left at the corner into Uphill village.  For those coming from the Bleadon direction, you may think you are in France as you’ll be driving on the wrong side of the road for part of the way!
 
 
Harvest Lunch, Scarecrow Teas and Quiz Night
Thank you to everyone who helped provide refreshments, set up the church and clear away afterwards.  It has been great to see so many people come into church.
 
Rene Eaton
Mark of course took a good funeral for Rene at the Crematorium. The family put garden flowers on the coffin. Afterwards we had a good time of fellowship in St Nicholas’ Church to share memories of Rene over coffee and cake.
Joy
 

Prayer for Peace in Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, Lebanon and Iran
St Nicholas’ Church will be open for prayer for peace between 9:30 and 10:00 on Mondays 5th and 12th October.
If in doubt because of the weather phone Joy (625545).   
 
 
Monday 5th October – Lunch Club, 12:45 in St Barnabas
Will regulars please let Pauline (01934 415401) know if they are not attending. 
 
 
PCC Meeting – Monday 5th October at 7pm in St Nicholas Church
Meeting with Archdeacon Charlie and Area Dean Caroline to discuss the proposed pastoral reorganisation affecting both St Nicholas and St Barnabas churches.
 
 
Messy Church – Wednesday 7th October at St Nicholas Church
Theme: Noah's Ark.
We have 2 mums helping as craft leaders. Praise the Lord.
Please pray for the team, that we only have numbers that we can cope with, and the carers and children will hear about God's unfailing promises.
We continue to need help with the event and behind the scenes admin. Is this something you could do?
 
Vacancy Planning Meeting – Friday 9th October at St Barnabas Church
Lynn, Jim and Annabel will be meeting with Duncan, our administrator, to discuss the practical aspects of the vacancy.
 
Dan Aldridge Coffee Morning – Saturday 10th October between 10am and 12pm
You need to register using this link  https://forms.gle/6Ndm5enJm1YS29jZ7 to register and be notified of the venue
Please pray for our local MP.
 
Coffee and Cake event: Thursday 22nd October 2.30pm in St Nicholas’ Church
Afternoon meeting with Rev. Errol King, the new chaplain at the hospice. Please invite your friends. If you're available to help in any way, please see Gail.
 
Locking Deanery Synod – Thursday 22nd October at 7pm (Venue to be advised)
 
For your diary:   Worlewind Band Saturday 5th December 7:30pm
 
 
Changes to Watching our Services Online

St Nicholas Church:  From Sunday 4th October, you will no longer be able to join the service by Zoom.
Each service will have a new link.  You can access the Live Stream link for that Sunday by clicking on the link on the home page of the parish’s website - https://www.stnicholaswithstbarnabas.org/ 

St Barnabas Church:  You will continue to use Zoom to join this service.  
However, the Zoom link will change in mid-October and you will be advised of the new link in due course.
 



Services
 Sunday 4th October 2026 
10:00 a.m. – Morning Worship and by Live Stream from St Nicholas
I Am The Good Shepherd
John 10:11-21
 
Wednesday 7th October 2026 
10:30 a.m. – Morning Worship and by Zoom from St Barnabas
Jesus Restores Two Demon Possessed Men
Matthew 8:28-34
 
Sunday 11th October 2026 
10:00 a.m. – Morning Worship and by Live Stream from St Nicholas
I Am The Resurrection and The Life
John 11:17-44
 
Wednesday 14th October 2026 
10:30 a.m. – Morning Worship and by Zoom from St Barnabas
Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralyzed Man
Matthew 9:1-8 
             
Sunday 18th October 2026 
10:00 a.m. – Morning Worship and by Live Stream from St Nicholas
I Am The Way, The Truth and The Life
John 14:5-14
 
Wednesday 21st October 2026 
10:30 a.m. – Holy Communion and by Zoom from St Barnabas
Jesus Raises a Dead Girl and Heals a Sick Woman
Matthew 9:19-26           
 
Sunday 25th October 2026 
10:00 a.m. – Morning Worship and by Live Stream from St Nicholas
Theme and Reading to be advised
 
The next Parish Update will be produced on Friday 16th October.
 
 
Please pray:
Joan Bailey  -  Please continue to pray that Joan will know a greater contentment. 
Joan Glover 
Malcolm and Edna Hunter - Please continue to pray for the return of Edna’s hearing and for Malcolm in respite care.
Ada Keeley 
Audrey Howell
Lily Insley
Paul and Barbara Lewis
 




The Madeleys – 
Please give thanks:
· Mark, Caroline, Rachel and Benjamin give thanks to the Lord for their time in the Parish and the lovely send off on Sunday, which was very special.
Please pray:
· For Mark & Caroline, that the Lord will now reveal the final details for their future and that meanwhile they will be patient as Caroline continues to work at school and Mark finds other ways to fill his time.
· For Rachel to continue to enjoy herself at Church and teaching reception
· For Ben to settle into his new home, find a church and enjoy his law course.
 
Stella Middleton - Stella is now home. Please pray for her to settle well and manage well. Stella very much appreciated her time at Clevedon.
 
Sally Moir 
 
Lynn Pack
 
Gwen Purnell -   Gwen is heading towards end of life care. She is comfortable, sleeping much of the day, with the carers taking care of her comfort. She is eating very little. Liz, Gwen's daughter, visits most days and reads to her or sings from Mission Praise, a copy of which is kept in Gwen's cupboard.
 
Mac Reid
 
Jo Scott  - Jo says: “Many thanks to everyone who prayed for my scan.“
 
Peter and Val Tullett 
 
Joy White
 
Gill and David Willis - Please continue to pray for good health for Gill as she looks after David with Parkinsons.
 
Prayers for Mission 
 Pedro Santos - Beit Immanuel is in need of repair and renovation. Please pray for Pedro as he works on that and for CMJ Israel who hold the purse strings.  Meanwhile continue to pray for the amazing ministry to Israelis coming as a result of Beit Immanuel being in such a good location and because Pedro will speak to anyone! 
 
The Clarkes – do read their letter from CrossLinks (attached)
 
Heather Johnstone, our CMS Mission Partner at Rehema in Tanzania: Heather's work and residence permits have been approved. Her official card should now be ready.
Heather was feeling very behind with things, like planning for Rehema and church visits whilst in the UK. Please pray that she's now on top of things.
There was friction between 2 or 3 people on the Rehema team, which was bringing challenges and caused division. Please pray for wisdom to make the right decisions and take the right steps to continue to run the business side of the project in a cohesive and unified and Godly way.
Give thanks for a busy summer season and the business that brought to our project, resulting in huge blessings for the women and the project.
Please try to keep Sunday 22nd November free when Heather will be visiting us at St Nicholas.
 
Alison Giblett, Anya and Pastor Valery, CMS mission partners in Kyev:  Please continue to pray for them as they seek to meet some of the many needs of those around them, while suffering the effects of war themselves. Please pray for their safety and of course continue praying for peace in Ukraine.
 
 Contact Details
Our Church Wardens
Jim: 01934 644623 or loringjim@outlook.com 
Lynn: 01934 813763 or lynnmarypack@gmail.com 
 
The Pastoral Team
Pauline Farley  415401
Barbara Lewis 07773 087439 (mobile preferred to landline 633655)
Joy Realff 625545 
 
Parish Office
When Duncan is in the Parish Office it is usually at the following times:
Mondays and Wednesdays 09:00am - 2:00pm, Fridays 2:00 – 4:00pm.
Telephone – 01934 641 863 or 07766 482 850    Email - stnickswithstbs@gmail.com  
The Office is closed today, Friday 2nd October.
 
Duncan is still collecting stamps for charity so please leave any stamps at St B's or let Duncan know.
  
Instagram, Facebook and Website
Our churches have an Instagram account, which Rachel set up. The address is st.nicholas.with.st.barnabas  (no capitals)
 
Our Facebook page can be accessed through this link: https://www.facebook.com/StNicksandStBs/ 
 
In due course you will be able to find this update under “Parish Newsletter” on our website:              https://www.stnicholaswithstbarnabas.org/ 

